
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Dates 
 

• September 22 Pro-D Day (No school for students) 
• September 25 Terry Fox Run  
• September 29 Orange Shirt Day 
• September 29 District Day of Truth and Reconciliation 
• September 30 National Day of Truth and Reconciliation  

(School Closed)  
• October 3 Photo Day 
• October 6 BSS PAC in the BSS library at 5:30 pm 
• October 13 Thanksgiving Day (School Closed) 
 
 
 
 
 

What’s Happening This Week 
 

MONDAY, September 22 
• Pro-D Day (No school for students) 

 
TUESDAY, September 23 

•  
WEDNESDAY, September 24 

• Course Change Deadline 
 

THURSDAY, September 25 
• Terry Fox Run 

 
FRIDAY, September 26 
 
Monday, September 29   Wear your orange shirts 

Secwepemcúl’ecw yi7élye ell, 
re tmicws re Simpcw n7élye. 

 
Acknowledge that we are on 

the territory of the 
Secwepemc Nation, 

specifically the territory of the 
Simpcw People. 

September 22 – September 26  
 

New Moon, September 21 
 

Tenth Moon 
 

Pesqelqlélten  
many salmon month 

 



Staff Profile: Meet Mr. Owen Powers 
 
My name is Owen Powers 
and I’m excited to be 
teaching Science, 
French, and our 
Environmental Science 
Mosaic this year. I grew 
up in Williams Lake and 
am looking forward to 
now teaching in a familiar 
rural setting, especially in 
a community as 
wonderful as Barriere 
Secondary. 
 
I’m passionate about helping students find 

their inspirations and build meaningful connections to their futures—whether that’s in 
school or in the real world. My focus is on making learning applicable and hands-on 
whenever possible, because I believe students learn best when they’re having fun, building 
fundamental skills, and exploring subjects in creative and interactive ways. You’ll often find 
my classes filled with inquiry, activities, and project-based learning. 
 
Outside of school, I enjoy playing sports— especially disc golf and hockey —as well as 
songwriting, playing music, and board games. I’m looking forward to bringing some of 
those passions into school life through extracurricular opportunities and also to a fantastic 
year ahead! 
 

BSS Personal Device Policy 
 
Please speak with your child prior to them coming on Tuesday about the BSS Digital Device 
Usage Policy. While the official language is below, what it means is that personal devices, 
such as cell phones are not to be used during class time. Phones must be stored in their 
lockers during class time. 
 
At Barriere Secondary School we believe that the foundations of a safe, caring, and 
welcoming school environment are fostered and maintained through a focus on inclusivity 
and equity-focused education implemented and supported through a progressive 
continuum of supports. 
Cafeteria 
 
The cafeteria will be open on Thursday, September 4. Cash is accepted or you may 
purchase your child(ren) lunch cards through the SchoolCash Online system. 
 
Breakfast Program 
 
The Free Breakfast Program has started. For those new to BSS, every weekday from 8:00 
am – 8:25 am all students can enjoy a free breakfast. 

Cafeteria Menu 
 
Monday 

• Pro-D Day (No School for Students) 
Tuesday 

• Crepes 
Wednesday 

• Chicken Ceaser Wrap or Butter 
Chicken and rice w/ Pita 

Thursday 
• Bacon Potato Soup w/ Bun or 

Quesadilla w/ Spanish Rice 
Friday 

• Grilled Ham& Cheese w/ Veg or 
Spaghetti w/ Garlic Toast 

https://barrsec.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/resources/PDDG/BSS-Personal-Device-Guidelines.pdf
https://barrsec.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/resources/PDDG/BSS-Personal-Device-Guidelines.pdf
https://barrsec.sd73.bc.ca/en/parents-students-support-help/cashless-schools.aspx


 
Course Change Requests 
 
If a course change is needed for Graduation or Post-Secondary requirements, or due to 
incorrect course assignment, please request an appointment. Continue attending your 
original classes until you have completed the processes the change.  
 
Lost and Found Items 
 
If students have misplaced clothing or personal items they will be placed on the table at 
the entrance to the school where students and families can collect the items. If you 
happen to be in the school, please have a look. Unfortunately, we do not have space to 
store these items for long periods of time. We will periodically be packaging unclaimed 
items and donating them to charity.  
 
Loran Scholars 
 
Please see Ms. Domingo if you are interested in applying.  Deadline is Oct. 16th.  You can 
find all the information you need to apply at loranscholar.ca . 

Homepage - Loran Scholars 
Loran builds meaningful, positive change across Canada and beyond by 
empowering young people with curiosity, integrity, and the dedication to uplift their 
communities. We believe that identifying such promising young people means 
looking beyond grades to find students with character—those who show courage by 
pushing boundaries and challenging the status quo; display a commitment to 
service ...loranscholar.ca 

 
FEES and SchoolCash 
 
Grade 7 / 8 School fees will be available online today; all other student’s fees will be posted 
soon. 
 
Starting September 2025 individual student fees (enhancement fees for field trips and 
athletics for example) will include a processing fee for all payment transactions using 
online payment options.  This processing fee, which was approved by the Board after the 
budget consultation process last spring, represents actual costs the Board incurs for using 
online fee payment services. Cash and cheque payments will not incur this processing 
fee. We recognize that fee increases can be challenging for families. School District 73 is 
committed to ensuring that no student is excluded from an educational program or activity 
or extracurricular activity because of financial need as outlined in the District's 
Administrative Procedure 506: Student Financial Assistance.  
 

https://loranscholar.ca/
https://loranscholar.ca/


 
 
Leaving Early or Reporting Absences  
 
Under "Safe Arrival": Did you know there is a safe arrival app? This makes reporting 
absences that much easier! You can find more information HERE. 

https://barrsec.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/attendance-reporting-safe-arrival.aspx


A reminder to parents that ALL absences/ lates /early dismissals should be recorded on our 
Safe Arrival system prior to 8:30 am on the day of the absence/ late / dismissal (you can 
also report absences in advance, if they are known). Please review THIS link for more 
information and instructions. 
 
BSS Bell Schedule for the 2025/2026 School Year 
 
The bell schedule for the 2025/2026 school year will be changed slightly from this year. The 
start end times for the day will remain the same but there will now be two blocks before 
lunch and two after lunch. This change will allow for lunch to take place earlier in the day, 
hopefully helping to ensure students have better access to food throughout the day. 
 

 
 

https://barrsec.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/attendance-reporting-safe-arrival.aspx
https://barrsec.sd73.bc.ca/en/our-schools-programs/bell-schedule.aspx


 
 
For more information please check out the Barriere Secondary School Learning Plan at the following LINK.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1VC6OYrJ5GiUtz16kRL1dO9uzK1gNUxBi/view?usp=sharing


 

Encourage your students to join us for our Virtual Information Night for 
Indigenous Students! 
 
             Date: Wednesday, October 1  
        Time: 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 
       Location: Online via Zoom (registration required to receive the link) 
 
This event is designed for prospective Indigenous students, offering 
valuable insights into both the University of Regina and First Nations 
University of Canada. 
 
Here’s what’s happening: 
 

• 6:00 P.M. – Welcome 
• 6:15 P.M. – U of R & First Nations University of Canada Presentations 
• 7:00 P.M. – Student Supports & Services Presentation 
• 7:15 P.M. – Live Q&A Session 

 
    Special Offer: Apply for FREE! 
 
Indigenous students who apply to the University of Regina or First Nations 
University of Canada during the month of October will have their 
application fee waived (applicants will need to self-declare on the 
application form). 
 
Please share with your students! 

Registration Info 

 

 
  

https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.cpQnkll3XXHbQrBNB1xm0HauwgcoctyL0KyhxyE6CNZpINesTIncu2Q-psjMtY6hXqTEwM8AV3Kk_tTScFijF5kTIl7IDxPzCnebzWgOR59IIgBESCptkpgdWPX7EjXW/4js/eC68WNFMSjCVuhnOuJesWw/h2/h001.kbI6P673Rc7MUgd0lvpmML_r0pfND8zmMTwpfmEZdOE
https://mx.technolutions.net/ss/c/u001.cpQnkll3XXHbQrBNB1xm0HauwgcoctyL0KyhxyE6CNZpINesTIncu2Q-psjMtY6hXqTEwM8AV3Kk_tTScFijF5kTIl7IDxPzCnebzWgOR59IIgBESCptkpgdWPX7EjXW/4js/eC68WNFMSjCVuhnOuJesWw/h0/h001.GB4aTH8uLp3wy7eMN5zcAMIzb24cc-Kve1BvjNOv3w8


September 23, 2025, from 6:00 PM to 7:30 PM 
 
Talking with Teens About Substance Use 
 
Presented by Angela Lawrence, District Substance Misuse Counsellor. 
 
Research shows that quick, non-judgemental, and direct conversations with youth 
about substance use can have a dramatic effect on their health. This workshop will 
offer parents of pre-teens and teens strategies to help increase connection and trust 
and thus the likelihood that their teen will listen to important health information. In 
addition to key communication skills, parents will learn about the developmental 
changes taking place in adolescence and why moving from “parenting” to “coaching” 
may be the most effective way to talk with their teen about drugs. 
 
This workshop will be held via Zoom on Tuesday, September 23, 2025, from 6:00 PM to 
7:30 PM. If you are interested in attending, please register in advance here. Following 
your registration, you will receive the link to the meeting. 
 

 
  

https://forms.sd73.bc.ca/Parent-Engagement/2025-2026/Talking-With-Teens-About-Substance-Use


Admin Message 
 
Dear Barriere Secondary School Community, 
 
We had our first BSS PAC meeting this week. It was a well attended gathering. If you 
are interested in joining, we would be happy to share information or check out the 
school’s website for a link to the BSS PAC page or join the BSS PAC Facebook group. 
The next PAC meeting will take place on October 6, at 5:30 pm. Planning for BSS grad 
2026 has started. Thank you to all of the families for their dedication to making the 
event a success. 
 
Have a wonderful weekend. Please reach out if you have any questions or concerns. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
 
Andres Ruberg      Derek Markides 
Vice-Principal       Principal 


