
 

 

 
 

Graduation Ceremony 2021 
Graduation ceremonies will look different again this year due to current provincial restrictions; 
however, they remain a meaningful opportunity for students, families, and staff to celebrate 
this important milestone and to reflect on their different experiences over the past year. 
Graduation ceremonies qualify as “educational activities” and are therefore allowed to 
continue in alignment with the Public Health Order (PHO) Gathering and Events Order  and the  
K-12 Health & Safety Guidelines. 

 
KEY PUBLIC HEALTH ORDER PARAMETERS ~ Individual Ceremonies  
Individual Student plus In-Person Spectators  
 Spectators (e.g. family members) can only participate in-person in accordance with the 

Gathering and Events Order (see below).  
 Staff and participants must follow all other required safety measures in the K-12 Health 

& Safety Guidelines (e.g. stay at home when sick, physical distancing, frequent hand 
hygiene, masks, etc) during ceremony planning and day-of activities.  

 No additional social activities beyond the ceremony itself are allowed (e.g. no dinners, 
dances, parties, etc). Ceremony organizers should emphasize the risks of informal social 
gatherings in their communications, in addition to promoting adherence to public health 
measures.  

 Masks: If indoors, students may temporarily remove their mask while receiving their 
diploma (e.g. crossing the stage) and while being photographed, provided they maintain 
physical distance from those outside their household. No handshakes, high-fives, etc.  

 Only the individual student, their guests, and staff running the ceremony are present.  
Max. 4 guests (plus additional children under 12 that require supervision) allowed per 
student. For indoor ceremonies, guests should be members of the students’ household(s) 
or someone who lives on their own but regularly interacts with the occupants of the 
household(s). Consider live streaming the ceremony and posting a program schedule so 
those not able to attend in-person are able to participate.  

 Gathering and crowding must be prevented at all times, in the school and on the 
school grounds.  
Schedule individual ceremonies throughout the day/week. Stage students and their 
guests, to ensure groups do not gather and there is at least 2M physical distance 
between different groups (and within groups, if not members of the same household). 
Minimize the number of guests onsite at any given time. Guests should be reminded to 
only arrive at the school just prior to their scheduled ceremony, and to leave as soon as 
their ceremony is complete.  

 Screening Questions 
Please do not attend if you are feeling ill. Families will be asked to complete an illness 
checklist prior to entering the ceremony. If lining up is necessary, please ensure 2-
meter distance from any students/guests not from the immediate household. 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-order-gatherings-events.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/health/about-bc-s-health-care-system/office-of-the-provincial-health-officer/covid-19/covid-19-pho-order-gatherings-events.pdf
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/education/administration/kindergarten-to-grade-12/safe-caring-orderly/k-12-covid-19-health-safety-guidlines.pdf

